DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
and the Austrians? Or was that dictated by political reasons?"
"In my early years I was not a radical," he said,
"even from the national and political standpoints.
Politically I have become more radical with the
advance of age. The radicalism of our radicals
often appears to me to be shallow, superficial. As
a member of parliament in Vienna I observed the
Sumpf (morass) at the Court. And the almighty
aristocracy!   Imagine  that  the  future  Emperor
committed suicide. And I meditated a good deal
on the problem of suicide. What more could there
be! The relations between the Emperor and the
Empress. The Emperor's relatives, how they all
lived! I observed the Court and saw a good deal of
the life there, and heard much from the Emperor's
own entourage. Everybody knew the scandalous
stories and told them to one another. But that was
not sufficient for me. I watched, for instance, how
Ministers of State came to be appointed. And what
people! In this, the Prussians were far more shrewd.
I need not emphasise the fact that I observed and
studied Germany also; because Germany exploited
Austria for its own ends. I spent years in Vienna,
as student and Privat Dozent. I lived for a year in
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